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PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 

6:00 PM 
SOUTHWEST HARBOR TOWN OFFICE 

SWH FIRE STATION & ZOOM 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Members present: Chair Eric Davis, Joel Wolak, Charlotte Gill, John Williams, Michael Levesque, 
and Vice Chair Worcester. 

 
Member Ksionzyk was excused absent. 

 
II.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
There were no modifications to the agenda. 
 
III.   MINUTES  
 
March 17, 2026 
 
Chair Davis moved to approve the March 17, 2026 minutes as prepared with the amendment that 
Member Levesque be marked as an excused absence.  Member Gill seconded the motion and the 
Board voted 5-0-1 to approve the motion with member Levesque abstaining. 
 
IV.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

There were none disclosed. 

V.  OLD BUSINESS 

Public Hearing – Soil Testing Ordinance Amendment 

Chair Davis opened the public and after hearing no one speak, closed the public hearing. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS  
 
Workshop: PB Discusses input from Public Hearing 
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CEO Kushla directed the Board to a rough draft of proposed language that had been prepared with 
assistance from the Musson Group. He noted that once the Board finalized the language, it would 
be reviewed by the town’s legal counsel. 

Vice Chair Worcester stated that the document was well prepared but offered additional comments. 
He recommended that the language be incorporated into both the Land Use Ordinance and the 
Subdivision Ordinance to ensure consistent standards for site plan and subdivision applications. 
He also outlined potential revisions to align the document with the requirements of each ordinance. 
Additionally, he suggested replacing the word “sites” with “materials” in Section 5 of the draft. 
The other Board members agreed. 

Member Williams referenced a prior application and a document from the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) that had been shared with him by former CEO John Larson. He 
explained that the DEP had only required that the project be served by public sewer and water 
systems to meet its compliance standards. He asked whether the Board would be satisfied with a 
similar remedy for future projects or if it might require applicants to undertake additional site 
remediation measures. 

Chair Davis responded that he understood the intent of the original citizens’ petition was to 
maintain orderly sites and prevent contamination from spreading to adjacent properties. He added 
that he interpreted the proposed language as requiring the remediation of contaminated sites. 

CEO Kushla clarified that the intent is that any contaminated soils be removed and disposed of in 
an appropriate manner. 

CEO Kushla added that he had reached out to the Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) and was awaiting their feedback.  

Jim Vallette requested that, if the DEP memorandum referenced earlier in the meeting is located, 
it be provided to the Board. The Board agreed. 

VII. CEO ISSUES  

Official Language for Ordinance Change to present to Select Board Due April 8th, 2026 

CEO Kushla explained that the next Select Board meeting is scheduled for April 14, and that the 
60-day deadline for placing an item on the June ballot would be missed. As a result, the matter 
will instead be prepared for a November vote. He emphasized that he did not want to rush the 
process and would prefer to allow sufficient time for thorough consideration. 
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VIII.  NEXT MEETING DATE: April 7, 2026 6:00 PM  
 
The next regular meeting will be held on April 7, at which time the Board will review a change of 
use application and continue its discussion regarding soils. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
  
Member Levesque moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:36 PM.   

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Eric Davis       Date 
Southwest Harbor Planning Board Chair  
 


